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BROOK FARM AND FRUITLANDS

THERE is so much confusion in the. minds of
many regarding the difference of aim existing in
the Community at Brook Farm and that of Fruit-
lands that it: seems well to insert here a well-au-
thenticated account of Brook Farm and also an
extract from a letter written by John Sullivan
Dwight who was a member.

Brook Farm was a Community established in
West Roxbury, Massachusetts, in 1841. "The
head of the Community was George Ripley, for-
merly a Unitarian clergyman in Boston, who had
been in 1836 one of the Founders of the Tran-
scendental Club with Emerson, Hedge, Alcott,
and others. Associated with Ripley in the Brook
Farm enterprise were Nathaniel Hawthorne,
Charles A. Dana, JohnS. Dwight, and other well-
known men. They bought: a farm comprising
some 2<X) acres. Its object was the establishment
of an 'agricultural, literary, and scientific school
or college.'

"Several trades beside agriculture were carried
on and a number of children were received us pu-
pils, instruction being furnished in ancient and
modem languages, history, mathematics, moralvour (and, I think, not in vain)
